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The biggest mistake I see in home design isn't bad
furniture, it's bad placement. 

You can have a $5,000 sofa, but if it blocks the traffic
path, the room will feel cheap and cramped.

This guide outlines the 5 "Master Layouts"
designers use to make rooms feel bigger, calmer,

and more cohesive.

The Golden Rule: Never push all your furniture
against the walls. 

It creates a "dead zone" in the middle of the room.
Pulling furniture in, even just 3 inches, creates

intimacy.

D O N ' T  B U Y  F U R N I T U R E  U N T I L  Y O U  R E A D
T H I S .



L A Y O U T  1  -  T H E  " C O N V E R S A T I O N
C I R C L E "

Best  for :  E n te r t a i n i n g  &  l a rg e  s q u a re
ro o m s .

T h i s  l a y o u t  p r i o r i t i z e s  p e o p l e ,  n o t  s c re e n s .  I t  c re a t e s
a  c o z y  " f l o a t i n g  i s l a n d "  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  ro o m .

The Anchor :  Two  i d e n t i c a l  s o fa s  fa c i n g  ea ch
o t h e r  ( p e rp e n d i c u l a r  to  t h e  f i re p l a ce / fo c a l
p o i n t ) .

The Suppor t :  A  l a rg e  re c t a n g u l a r  co f fe e  t a b l e
i n  t h e  ce n te r .

The Tr ick :  E n s u re  yo u r  r u g  i s  l a rg e  e n o u g h  t h a t
t h e  f ro n t  l e g s  o f  b o t h  s o fa s  s i t  o n  i t .

Why i t  works :  I t  c rea te s  p e r fe c t  sy m m e t r y,
w h i ch  t h e  h u m a n  eye  i n te rp re t s  a s  " c a l m "  a n d
" ex p e n s i ve ."



L A Y O U T  2  -  T H E  " L - S H A P E "  Z O N E

Best  for :  O p e n  co n ce p t  s pa ce s  &  fa m i l i e s .

I f  y o u r  l i v i n g  ro o m  c o n n e c t s  t o  y o u r  k i t c h e n ,  u s e
y o u r  f u r n i t u re  t o  b u i l d  a  " w a l l "  w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  u p

d r y w a l l .

The Anchor :  A  l a rg e  s e c t i o n a l  s o fa .

The Placement :  P l a ce  t h e  l o n g  ba ck  o f  t h e
s e c t i o n a l  s o  i t  a c t s  a s  a  d i v i d e r  b e twe e n  t h e
l o u n g e  a rea  a n d  t h e  d i n i n g  a rea .

The Suppor t :  P l a ce  a  co n s o l e  t a b l e  b e h i n d  t h e
s o fa  to  h i d e  t h e  u g l y  ba ck  a n d  g i ve  yo u  a  p l a ce
fo r  l a m p s /d e co r .

Why i t  works :  I t  c l ea r l y  d e f i n e s  " R e l a xa t i o n
Ti m e"  s e pa ra te  f ro m  " Co o ki n g  T i m e ."



 L A Y O U T  3  -  T H E  " W A L K - T H R O U G H "
( N A R R O W  R O O M S )

Best  for :  R e c t a n g u l a r  ro o m s  w i t h  two
e n t r y  p o i n t s .

Na r ro w  ro o m s  a re  t r i c k y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  o f t e n  f e e l  l i k e
h a l l w a y s .

The Anchor :  O n e  l o n g  s o fa  p l a ce d  a g a i n s t  t h e
l o n g e s t  wa l l .

The Suppor t :  Two  co m pa c t  a rm ch a i rs  p l a ce d
o p p o s i te  t h e  s o fa ,  b u t  a n g l e d  s l i g h t l y  i nwa rd .

The Tr ick :  U s e  a  ro u n d  co f fe e  t a b l e  i n s tea d  o f  a
s q u a re  o n e .  I t  b rea ks  u p  t h e  " b oxy "  l i n e s  a n d
p reve n t s  yo u  f ro m  ba n g i n g  yo u r  s h i n s  w h e n
wa l k i n g  t h ro u g h .

Why i t  works :  I t  ke e p s  t h e  t ra f f i c  pa t h  o p e n
w h i l e  s t i l l  o f fe r i n g  e n o u g h  s ea t i n g  fo r  4 - 5
p e o p l e .



L A Y O U T  4  -  T H E  " F O C A L  P O I N T "  V

Best  for :  R o o m s  w i t h  a  f i re p l a ce  o r  l a rg e
TV.

T h i s  i s  t h e  c l a s s i c  " f a m i l y  m o v i e  n i g h t "  s e t u p ,  b u t
e l e v a t e d .

The Anchor :  S o fa  fa c i n g  d i re c t l y  towa rd  t h e
fo c a l  p o i n t  (TV/ F i re p l a ce ) .

The Suppor t :  Two  ch a i rs  p l a ce d  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e
o f  t h e  f i re p l a ce ,  a n g l e d  ba ck  towa rd  t h e  s o fa .

The Tr ick :  D o  n o t  p u t  t h e  TV  to o  h i g h !  T h e
ce n te r  o f  t h e  s c re e n  s h o u l d  b e  a t  eye  l eve l
w h e n  s ea te d .

Why i t  works :  I t  a ckn ow l e d g e s  t h a t  we  wa tch
TV,  b u t  t h e  a n g l e d  ch a i rs  a l l ow  fo r  co nve rs a t i o n
w h e n  t h e  s c re e n  i s  o f f .



 L A Y O U T  5  -  T H E  " M U L T I - T A S K E R "

Best  for :  S m a l l  a pa r t m e n t s  o r  wo rk- f ro m -
h o m e .

W h e n  y o u r  l i v i n g  ro o m  i s  a l s o  y o u r  o f f i c e  a n d  d i n i n g
ro o m .

The Anchor :  A  l ove s ea t  ( a pa r t m e n t  s i ze )  o r
s m a l l  s o fa .

The Suppor t :  I n s tea d  o f  a  s e co n d  ch a i r ,  c rea te
a  " N o o k "  i n  t h e  co rn e r  w i t h  a  s m a l l  w r i t i n g
d e s k  o r  a  rea d i n g  ch a i r  w i t h  a  f l o o r  l a m p.

The Tr ick :  U s e  " Le g g y "  f u rn i t u re  ( s o fa s  ra i s e d
o n  l e g s )  ra t h e r  t h a n  h eavy  s k i r t s .  S e e i n g  t h e
f l o o r  u n d e rn ea t h  m a ke s  t h e  ro o m  l o o k  20 %
b i g g e r .



T H E  " C H E A T  S H E E T "  C H E C K L I S T

Print  th is  out  and keep i t  in  your  purse
when shopping.

Pr i n t  t h i s  o u t  a n d  ke e p  i t  i n  yo u r  p u rs e  w h e n
s h o p p i n g .

[   ]  R u g  S i ze :  D o e s  i t  f i t  u n d e r  t h e  f ro n t  l e g s  o f
a l l  f u rn i t u re?  ( U s u a l l y  8x 1 0  fo r  l i v i n g  ro o m s ) .

[   ]  Tra f f i c  F l ow :  D o  I  h ave  a t  l ea s t  3 0  i n ch e s  o f
wa l k i n g  s pa ce  b e twe e n  f u rn i t u re  p i e ce s?

[   ]  Co f fe e  Ta b l e :  I s  i t  rea ch a b l e?  I t  s h o u l d  b e
1 4 -1 8  i n ch e s  f ro m  t h e  s o fa .

 
[   ]  L i g h t i n g :  D o  I  h ave  a t  l ea s t  3  s o u rce s  o f
l i g h t?  ( 1  O ve rh ea d ,  2  Eye - l eve l / L a m p s ) .

R ea d y  to  s ty l e  yo u r  n ew  l ayo u t?  

C h e ck  o u t  my  "Current  Obsess ions"  l i s t  fo r  t h e
exa c t  d e co r  I  u s e  to  f i n i s h  t h e s e  ro o m s  o n  a

b u d g e t .  

B yS t a c i e Le i g h

https://bystacieleigh.com/

